
Writing With Purpose
Meghan K. Block, Ph.D.

Michigan Charter Schools Annual Conference
August 2021



2

Let’s Think

●What are you noticing about writing instruction?

●What do you wish were different?

●What are your goals around writing instruction this 
coming school year?



When Writers Aren’t Motivated...



Meaningful Writing
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●The CCSS gave renewed emphasis to writing and the 
importance of writing to an external audience.

●Audience is an important consideration in writing; yet it is 
overlooked in typical school writing (Cohen & Riel, 1989).

●Audience specification is related to higher quality writing 
among older students (e.g., Cohen & Riel, 1989; Crowhurst & Piche, 
1979).

Why Writing?



●Writing is an important part of everyday life; however, 
it is often given short shrift in elementary school. 

●Commonly in school, children are asked to write and 
the assumed audience is the classroom teacher and 
the purpose is typically unspecific, or not articulated to 
students.

Why Else?



●More motivated and engaged readers and writers comprehend 
and compose better, read more, and grow faster.

●Children can and do attend to the audience in their writing.

●Writing and reading for real-world purposes are motivating and 
engaging. (Essential #1)

●Writing and reading for authentic purposes and audience 
supports greater literacy growth.

Block & Strachan, 2019; Duke et al., 2012; Purcell-Gates et al., 2007

What Do We Know?
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“Students work over an extended time period 
to achieve a purpose that is beyond satisfying 
a school requirement—to build something, to 
create something, to address a question 
students have, to solve a real problem, or 
address a real need.” 

--Duke (2014)

Thoughts?



What Can This Look Like?









◉Our project: 
First Grade

First Grade: Seed 
Project



◉Our project: 
Second Grade

Second Grade 
Rules for Games



How Can I Do This?

❑ Interactive Writing
❑ Purposeful planning
❑ Providing choice
❑ Find reasons to write and invite students to do 
the   writing
❑ Start small
❑ Collaborate



● Interactive writing is an opportunity to involve children in the 
whole process of writing.

● Teacher and children compose the text together.

● Children take turns to come up and write the text.

● Can be done with students of all ages

A Note About Interactive Writing





Authentic Feedback

When you write a piece of text for a 
particular audience, it’s important to be 
sure the audience reviews the text and 
provides feedback.



Engagement Inventory



Writing From the Beginning of the Year



My writing curriculum is “haphazard and scattered”! 
Giving kids an audience to write to has changed that.

They love to 
talk so much 
about what 
they know. 

Refer to them 
as the 

EXPERTS. 
They lived it! 
They know it! “There was real excitement too 

because it wasn’t just we’re writing 
to write. It has a meaning. It has a 
purpose.”

“I really didn’t do writing at the 
first of the year. I just thought 
we have to teach them the 
words, we have to teach them 
their sounds. Before we can 
write things together we have 
to teach them all this other 
stuff. But I can really see using 
this right from the very first of 
the year.” 

Bring out the 
wonderment…Let’s write 
about it and share it with 

other people. 





Thank you! 

Contact Information:

Meghan Block
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